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More recently, 
integration in 
service value 
chains has played 
an increasingly 
important role in 
economic 
development. 
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The region 
qualified and cost 
competitive labor 
force is shrinking 
and becoming 
more expensive. 
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In traditional 
sectors, this 
means achieving a 
scale or cost 
advantage that 
could secure a 
sustainable 
European or 
global position. 
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In technology,  
the new model 
requires 
leveraging 
traditional 
strengths in 
science and 
technology to 
build European 
leaders and start-
up unicorns. 
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As a testimony of 
this newfound 
confidence, many 
CEE companies 
now expand 
abroad through 
acquisitions. 
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